A COUPLE OF BEAUTIES

Bedford and Chale on consecutive weekends. Two brilliant but very different events but both very good fun. I still think Bedford is a poor site on which to fly kites but it has every thing else. Nice and close to the town centre so lots of people. Good accommodation for those who got it and a great campsite for those who didn’t. A brilliant selection of food stalls and bar plus a Pims stand. (See Di Baggett).

The workshop that we did was hectic to put it mildly with about 1100 kites sold but with the number of helpers and the organisation it was OK. It was very rewarding when you went out of the marquee to see the sky over the public arena full of little green sleds.

A little more breeze would have helped to keep us cool as well as making life easier for the flyers. Even though there was little in the air most of the time, the ground display was very colourful with kites from many nations on display.

Chale was a much more relaxed event on a glorious site. Again we were dogged by a lack of wind except for the night fly on the Saturday and leaving time on Sunday. I think CKF did a really good job for their first event and they seem to learn very rapidly providing us with our own roped of arena on the Sunday having seen what we could do on the Saturday. We accept that being mainly multi-line flyers they do need help! The accommodation was described by Dave as Hi-De-Hi but was perfect for our requirements even having large areas of grass where you could do a bit more flying and gave you the opportunity for your own space if you wanted it.

We did very well and found good places to eat both nights; we were amazed that the bistro stayed open as long as any one wanted to eat. We left after midnight! Pity drinks were only bottled but you can’t have every thing. What more appropriate place to eat on the Saturday than The White Horse and there they had Stoford Press on draught; say no more I’m going back.

No matter what the site or event was like what really made both events was the company. We had a good laugh all the time. I wonder if the single malts had anything to do with it? Let’s do them both again.

Arthur

